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Transgender Sexual 
Violence Project 

A Project Sponsored by FORGE  
[For Ourselves: Reworking Gender Expression] 

 A national education and advocacy organization supporting FTM+s and SOFFAs 
 
 
 
Content included in this document are results (265 respondents) from the Transgender Sexual Violence 
Project’s survey, collected through December 2004.   
 
 
 

1. Age of Respondents
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3. Annual Income

15

44

73

79

14

9

8

0 20 40 60 80 100

Unknown

$0 - $10,000

$11,000 - $25,000

$26,000 - $50,000

$51,000 - $75,000

$76,000 - $100,000

$101,000+

n = 242

 

  

 
  

 

4. Health Insurance Coverage
n = 258

Yes
72%

No
20%

Other
8%

Yes

No

Other

 

 Other: 

 Veterans Medical 

 Medicare 

 National Health Service 

 Homeless Assistance 
Program 
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5. Racial Identification
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6. Respondents with Disability
n = 126

No 
57%

Yes
43% No 

Yes
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7. Type of Disability -- Grouped
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8. Mental Health / Cognitive / Emotional Conditions -- 
Detailed

33

17

14

12

7

3

3

1

4

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Depression

Bipolar

Anxiety

PTSD

ADD

OCD

Aspergers/autism

Schizo-affective

Other (borderline, etc.)

n = 68

 

  

    



Transgender Sexual Violence Project page 5 

|  FORGE  |  po box 1272  |  milwaukee, wi 53201  |  414.278.6031  |  414.278.6034 (fax)  | 
sv@forge-forward.org   |  www.forge-forward.org/sv/ 

 

9. Auto-Immune and Endocrine Conditions -- Detailed
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10. Other Injuries, Illnesses, Conditions -- Detailed
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11. Number of disabilities per individual
n = 105

people with 
only one 

condition, 56, 
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people with 
three or more 
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people with 
two conditions, 
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12. Sex Assigned at Birth
n = 255

Male, 82, 32%

Female, 165, 
65%

Intersexed , 8, 
3%
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13. Birth Sex & Current Gender Identity Vector
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14 Gender Identity by Gender Vector
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15. Current Gender Identity
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16. Gender Role Currently Living In
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 Other: 

 perceived as male, but 
identify as 
genderqueer/neither/all 

 whatever people insist 
on seeing me as.  I am 
who I am however they 
do it.  I don't really 
care.  I am me and that 
is enough. 

 drag king  high femme 

    

17. Sexual Orientation
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 Other: 

 Omnisexual 

 Heteroqueer 

 Homoflexible 

 queer - straight bent 

 man-dyke 

 queer femme 

 Leatherman 

    

18. Occurrences of Sexual Violence (over lifespan)
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19. Type of Survivor (Direct / Secondary)
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Direct survivor

Secondary victim/survivor

Direct survivor & secondary victim

Other

n = 210

 

  

    

20. 
Age of unwanted sexual touch 
n=198 
  0-12 13-15 16-18 19-21 22-40 41-60 None 

FTM 65 45 47 42 30 1 14 

MTF 23 14 8 11 18 6 26 

Intersex 2 3 0 1 2 1 1 

         

Natal Female 21 13 9 14 13 0 10 

Natal Male 0 1 0 1 1 1 5 

         

Total: 111 76 64 69 64 9 56 

  56% 38% 32% 35% 32% 5% 28%  

  

    

21. Relationship to Perpetrator

80
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n = 202

 

 Other 

 The therapist at the 
transgender program I 
was using to get my 
surgery letter. 

 Teacher 

 boys who lived in the 
area  

 a male 6th grade 
classmate 

 I was abused by police 
on 2 occasions 
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22. Location of Abuse/Assault
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 Other  

 in a car 

 at school 

 my dorm room 

    

23. Frequency of Abuse/Assaults
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One time
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 Other: 

 general climate of abuse 
through the course of 
the relationship 

 gang rape 
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24. Gender of Perpetrator
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25. Was gender a contributing factor in the 
abuse/assault(s)?

n = 200

Yes
42%

No
29%

Unsure / Don't 
remember

21%

Other
8%

Yes

No

Unsure / Don't remember

Other

 

 Other: 

 His abusers had been 
female, and as a non-
trans person and non-
survivor I 'owed' him 
sexually. It was my duty 
to provide for his 
pleasure, any needs and 
boundaries of my own 
were supposedly 
abusive 

    

26. Near the time of the abuse/assault(s), 
was anyone told

49
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I tried to
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 Other: 

 when it was a man, yes, 
I did tell someone, 
when it was a woman 
perp I did not 

 yes, but I didn't 
perceive the experience 
as abuse at the time 

 in one instance, not 
until years later 
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27. Was the incident reported to the police?
n = 202

No
82%

Other
7%

Yes
9%

Unsure / don’t 
remember

2%

Yes

No

Unsure / don’t remember

Other

 

 Other: 

 when the police were 
not the perps I did not 
call. I dealt with it. 

 eventually I had my 
father charged some 30 
years later 

    

28. Effect on Personal Relationship(s)
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NA -- I am not/was not in an intimate relationship
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experience(s)
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Other

n = 198

 

 Other: 

 I am sexually a mess 

 was too young, but 
have serious problems 
with relationships/trust 

 I am sexually dead. My 
partner understands 
this. 

 
  

 

29. Medical Care for Physical Injuries
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30. Time between incident and first medical care
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31. Physical scars, long-term conditions, disabilities as the 
result of the abuse/assault(s)
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n = 193

 

 Other: 

 vaginal/cervical damage 

 hair-trigger gag reflex 

 I still have scar tissue 
around the vaginal 
opening 
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32. Type of Medical Care Received
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ER / Hospital
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n = 86

 

 Other: 

 I did not receive any 
medical care after I was 
attacked by police. 
However, after the first 
attack by a policemen I 
jumped off a bridge 
shortly after. I was 
rescued and hospitalized 
for mental distress and 
my injuries as a result of 
the fall. 

 mental not physical and 
not for 30 years 

    

33. Reasons for Seeking Medical Services
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Other
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To be in a 'safe place' 

Physical injury -- immediate medical care

For pregnancy testing

Establish a medical record of the incident

For evidence collection

To have the police called

For pregnancy termination 

Life-threatening physical injury

n = 94

 

 Other: 

 to try to prevent this 
sort of incident from 
happening again, to me 
or others-it turned out 
that i was not the first 
such victim.  The school 
where we had our 
rehearsals was in a very 
dangerous 
neighborhood, but it 
was 'politically correct' 
to continue having 
rehearsals there. 

 To ask for advice on 
what to do (how does a 
restraining order work? 
etc.) 

 I was in pain and 
worried about 
permanent damage. 
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34. Provider aware of respondent's transgenderism?
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35. Did being transgender impact on services?
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Unknown

No

Other

No care

n = 119

 

 Other: 

 My gender wasn't an 
immediate issue.  However, 
it is an issue now.  Am 
having PTSD symptoms 
and feel afraid to seek 
mental healthcare.  I don't 
feel safe going to a 
mainstream provider. 

 Negative: I got much less 
support than I should've, 
as my guilt around 
transphobia was key to the 
abuse. Positive: I 
'protected' him much 
longer because of the 
transphobia." 

    

36. Did Other Factors Influence Services?
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n = 113

 

 Other: 

 gender of sixth perp 
was female 

 he was trans, too 

 yes-race (&sexuality): 
Being pathologized as a 
mixed-race bisexual, 
being the only bi&poc in 
my DV groups, not 
being able to afford 
long-term therapy 
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37. Professional Mental Health Care After Incident
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n = 162

 

  

    

38. Time of First Professional Emotional Support 
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39. Type of Emotional Support Received
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 Other: 

 Contacted domestic 
violence orgs 

 12 step programs 

 lgbtq youth organization 

 meditation  

 martial arts 

 university study in 
Women's Studies ... 
where I essentially 
studied myself 

    

40. Care Received Against Client's Will
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41. Impact of Transgenderism on 
Mental Health Services
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 Other: 

 I had to end one course 
of therapy because the 
therapist suggested my 
ex had 'become' trans 
because he was a child 
SA survivor. 

    

42. Physical Evidence Collected
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43. Legal Assistance

12
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8
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Yes

No

Don’t know

Other 

n = 175

 

 Other: 

 I wrote to the attorney 
general, he ignored me 

 I spoke with a friend 
who was a lawyer, she 
is the one who 
characterized it as a 
seduction. 
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44. Overall Treatment by Service Providers
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